
OIYC Opening Day, West Sound Community Hall, May 4, 2014

As Fleet Captain, Cruise, I have the great honor of presenting to the assembled 
members of the Orcas Island Yacht Club your Rear Commodore for 2014, 
Dianne Jordan.

 I will begin with some milestones in Dianne’s life
 Then comment on the historic significance of her appointment
 And finally move on to the traditional roast

Milestones   (from interviews with her inner circle--just Texan tall tales?)
 She grew up in Angleton, down the coast from Galveston and just 10 

miles from the Gulf of Mexico, where her father owned a shrimp boat.
o That, you might deduce, would have been the time she fell in love 

with boating, leading to a life-long ambition to become Rear 
Commodore?  Wrong! --she apparently passed on the opportunity 
to do any boating whatsoever during that period of her life

 What she did do is grow up as a tomboy: fishing, swimming, fooling 
around, even shooting! Of which, more shortly…

 She was a basketball star on her high school state championship team!
 She was homecoming queen (no surprise there!)
 She graduated from the University of Texas in child psychology
 She was a public school teacher for some years 
 Then came a fateful day when Richard came a-courtin’. They went on a 

quail hunt (apparently that is how people do the courting thing in 
Texas). She had a repeating shotgun with three shells, and when the 
quail came over she fired all three in quick succession—bang, bang, 
bang.  The dramatic result:   3 for 3!  
Pretty amazing, and from then on Richard was 

(a) smitten, and 
(b) aware that his elegant, feminine wife is handy with a shotgun! 

 They were married in 1984 in the Texas Governor’s mansion (where 
their neighbor and good friend, Governor Mark White lived), with 
another close friend, author James Michener, in attendance

 During the ensuing years Dianne turned her attention to Texas real 
estate and became a very successful high-end realtor

 As retirement approached, and noticing that Texas was too darn hot, 
Dianne and Richard decided to explore the Pacific Northwest



 They bought their home in Orcas in 2003, and Mutual Fun, a speedy little
craft, in 2004 (Ed Note: Dianne longed for a larger boat, which did come 
to pass in 2016, beautifully appointed and much to Dianne’s 
satisfaction.)

 In 06 Dianne was shanghaied on the mate’s cruise in 06, and fell in love 
with this mates-gone-wild event led by the infamous Katie Thomas. 

 Fast-forward to 2012 and a personal anecdote.  Linda and I were new to 
Orcas where we had no friends, no boat--basically no clue.  We 
wondered how to join the island community.  Yacht clubs conjured up 
“exclusive”, “stuffy”, and “expensive” to us, but having grown up sailing 
on Cape Cod (not in a club) and lacking other options I called the OIYC 
Membership Secretary.  At the other end of the line was none other than 
Dianne, who sprang into action, instantly manufacturing an over-the-top
welcome. Two days later the four of us were eating dinner at the Orcas 
Hotel, listening to Martin Lund and hearing about the amazing 
egalitarian lifestyle, adventures and friends that were in store for us! 

Significance   of her appointment as Rear Commodore:
 Many people have asked me:  What exactly does a Rear Commodore do? 

Basically, she hangs around for a couple of years, helping out and 
waiting for Chris and Maura to move on so she can become the person in
charge of making this club even greater. 

   Now here’s the historic aspect of Diane’s entering the three year 
progression to Commodore

o Since 1956, the Orcas Island Yacht Club has had 56 commodores
 The first 27 were all men!  
 The gender barrier was finally broached in 1984 by 

Elizabeth Milliken-Reed
 It was another 7 years before the next woman arrived (Pat 

Burman in 1991) followed by Betsy Wareham in 1994
 Over the next 18 years only 3 more, a ratio of 1 in 6:

   Mebs Gilliam, Sally Larson and Katie Thomas
 All of these pioneering women turned out to be superstars

—lofty thinkers, great organizers, and a big part, according 
to old-timers I interviewed, of our evolution over the past 
several decades into an increasingly friendly and egalitarian 
community of yachting excellence

 Which has led to this really cool fact 
   the next two commodores will be women. 



o So, the Club has gone from 0% women in our first 27 years to 
100% women in the next two!  Pretty cool!

It’s time for the     traditional   Roast  , but how do you roast such a smart, 
competent, kind, thoughtful, self-assured, progressive, elegant person? A 
comprehensive roast seemed above my grade level, so I’ll just close with this 
photo of Dianne.  Her attention to attire is legendary, but perhaps she went a 
little overboard (so to speak) in choosing a PFD that was color-coordinated 
with her kayak (or vice versa).  By the way, the paddle intruding from the right
must belong to Richard, as usual hanging out nearby to bask in her reflected 
glory…

Steve Hulley, OIYC Fleet Captain, Cruise


